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The Jordanian Cucumber

Israeli government officials often
argue that there is no need to
evacuate the West Bank settle-
ments and indeed no need to cre-
ate a state for the Palestinians in
the occupied West Bank because a
Palestinian state already exists in
neighbouring Jordan.

Jordan granted most of the West
Bank Palestinian refugees citizen-
“ship and is now a nation of six mil-
lion people, divided about evenly
between those from the East Bank
of the Jordan River - considered
original Jordanians - and those
from the West Bank.

The Israeli proposal by which West
Bank Palestinians simply have to
come to Jordan for all their prob-
lems to be solved is called the
‘Jordan option’.

In discussing this Jordan Option,
Khalid Mishal (the leader of
Hamas) and other Arab leaders,
jokingly call it the “Jordan cucum-
ber’ because the Arabic word ‘khi-
yar’ translates as both ‘option’ and
‘cucumber’.

This option / cucumber word-
play is the starting point for Tom
Bogaert's ‘'Jordan  cucumber’
project. It consists of painted and o
rotting cucumbers, a translucent g 101
tablecloth greenhouse, seedlings i
and video. ' !
Having worked for five years in i
New York, Bogaert moved this
year to the Middle East.

The Belgian artist embarked on a
two year ‘grand tour” working on
‘Impression, Proche Orient’ (IPO), a
project referencing issues relevant
to contemporary Middle East soci-
ety including politics, artistic iden-
tity and cucumbers.

He is currently at work in Syria
and Jordan. The final ‘IPO’ results
-in the form of a new site-specific
installatiori - will be presented in
New York City in 2013.

Tom Bogaert's work is now
on show at Le Pont gallery in
Aleppo until 2 September.

Read more about Bogaert’s projects at
www.tombogaert.org .




