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Global Humanism and Social Justice in an Era of Crisis

Global humanism and social justice share common goals: each seeks to promote both the individual’s
and societies right of fair access to opportunity and benefit; and, to embrace equality as governing
principle in all areas of modern life. In our current era of crisis; wealth inequality, suppression of
free speech, governmentally sanctioned discrimination, religious intolerance, political corruption all
stand as blockades to the goals of humanism and social justice.

As humanists strive to promote democratic and egalitarian societies based upon ethical consider-
ations of rationality, dignity and compassion for all beings so too do advocates of social justice. De-
fined as “a state or doctrine of egalitarianism, to wit, a belief in human equality especially with respect
to social, political, and economic affairs; or social philosophy advocating the removal of inequalities
among people” (Webster’s) Social justice also encompasses “the fair and proper administration of
laws conforming to the natural law that all persons, regardless of ethnic origin, gender, possessions,
race, religion, etc., are to be treated equally and without prejudice” (Business Dictionary).

Humanism and social justice are approaches to life that seek to create and engage individuals to speak,
act, organize, seek redress from the courts, create, protest and write expressively in connection with
humanity’s struggle for equality and achievement in community life.

Humanistic beliefs dictate that as members of this world individuals should strive to solve the global
problems of poverty, hunger and engage in activities that foster social reform and motivated by com-
passion. Humanists seek affirmation of dignity for all people as well as individual liberty, participa-
tory democracy open society and social justice built on ethical behaviors based on reason, unbridled
inquiry achievable by human capabilities rather than divine intervention. These goals echo many of
the tenets of social justice.

The ideals embraced in the theory of social justice are linked to policies that are implemented through
governmental, educational, judicial and economic institutions. In theories of social justice, groups of
individuals involved in criminal enforcement, adjudication, class action suits and civil protests all join
together in an effort to foster fairness and equality. This is especially true for groups of individuals
who historically have been denied access to opportunity because of prejudice, discriminatory behav-
iors including regressive taxation, restrictive marriage laws; as well as government’s failure to uphold
constitutional protections such as those associated with fourth amendment prohibitions against un-
justified searches and seizures.

One of the most important aspects of Humanism is its inclusive nature. Humanism and social justice
urge people to find new solutions to world problems rather than relying on past practices. Developing
avenues of free expression in the service of equality, whether expressed in the arts, in print, online,
in dialogue, by filing suit or any other legal means combine the goals of social justice and humanism.

Our exhibition and conference, seek submissions which rebut, re-examine and reject inequalities and
exemplify the goals of humanism and social justice. The textual and visual submissions demonstrate
how and why the shared goals of humanism and social justice in our world today combat hatred,
dissention, injustice, pollution, genocides, profit rigging and governmentally subsidized wars on
freedom and how these philosophies can be implemented in our economic, political, educational,
correctional and judicial institutions.



HUMANWN
RIGHTS

LOTTERY

Tom Bogaert
HUMAN RIGHTS LOTTERY, 2009
Banner, spray paint on nylon fabric

26



HUMAN RIGHTS LOTTERY proposes an amendment to the Constitution, which creates a ‘Human
Rights Lottery’ replacing all existing Human Rights Legal Instruments.

This 28th Amendment proclaims that the holder of a winning HRL ticket shall be entitled to the rights
and freedoms described in the winning human rights article(s) for seven days starting at 11:00 pm
the night of the draw.

‘Human Rights Lottery’ (HRL) deals with the re-engineering of the relationship between the individ-
ual and the state. Starting point is the realization that the opportunity of enjoying personal freedom
and genuine choices is a privilege accorded to a small part of the world lucky enough to be born in the
right place, race, gender, religion, time, nationality, language or social group. HRL pushes the limits of
the correlation between luck and human rights.

Tom Bogaert applied the New York State Lottery, Human Rights Watch’s logo and the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights as raw materials, contorting and recombining their content and use.

To HUMAN RIGHTS LOTTERY mporteivel fua tpomoloyia oto ZOvtaypa mov Snpovpyei pia
Aotapia AvBpomivwv Aikaiwpatev avtikabiotovrtag OAa Ta vapkta vopobetipata kat ovvOnkeg
OXETIKA pe Ta avBpwmva Sikatwpata.

Avt n 28n Tpomoloyia Siaknpvooel 6TL 0 katoxog evog vikntipov HRL Aayvov Ba Sikatovtan ta
Sikarwpata kat Tig eAevbepieg mov meptypagovtat oto vikntipto apbpo (apbpa) ya ta avbpwmva
Sikardpata yia entd nuépeg apxifovrag anoé tig 11py g voxTag g KA pwong.

To Human Rights Lottery (HRL) mpaypatevetat Tov avacyediaopo g oxéong petafd atopov kat
Kkpatovg. A@etnpia givat n ovveldnromoinon 6Tt 1 duvatoTnTa aTOAavaong TpoowTkig eAevbepiag
Kat avBevTiK@V eTAOYW@V gival éva TPovOo oL avayvwpiletal og £va pikpo HEPOG TOL KOGHOL
ApKETA TLXEPO WOTe va yevvnbel 0To 0woTO pEPOG, QUAN, @VAo, Bpnokeia, xpovo, ebvikotnta,
yAwooa 1} kowvwvikr) opdda.To HRL wBei ota 0pia Tov Tov cuoxeTIond avapeoa oty TOXn Kat Ta
avBpamva Sikaiwpata.

O Tom Bogaert xpnowpomnoinoe ta Aoyotvna twv New York State Lottery, Human Rights Watch kat

¢ Universal Declaration of Human Rights wg mpwtn VAn napapopgavovtag kat avacvvdvalovtag
TO TIEPIEXOHEVO KAl TT) XP1{OT) TOVG.
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