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TEACHING PHILOSOPHY

Advice is relative, not universal. If someone asks you to direct them to a good restaurant you’ll do them a favor by considering what experience they are looking for. The same goes for education; especially art education, where not every student is raccing for the same empiracle answer. 
I take this into account with each of my students. I try to win their respect by understanding who they are, what they have to offer, what they want out of art, and craft my instruction accordingly. I feel I could have used more of such customized instruction when I was a young student, and I suppose this lacking has remained a primary motivation to teach, and to take it upon myself to strike that elusive balance between wisdom and magic that will save them from naïve mistakes without stealing their confidence. 

I approach every student with the understanding that they will have unique needs, expectations, fears, and objectives. But I also realize that as an instructor it is necessary to establish consistent guidelines for all. This requires squaring the rigor of expectations with the freedom of exploration, a task that is complicated by the subjective and personal nature of art. To bridge this gap, I establish firm guidelines up front and from there encourage openess, expressivity and the opportunity to share individual perspectives. If I can win a student’s respect, I can proceed to educate and, hopefully, inspire. 

In addition to educating students, I feel that it is important to cultivate a knowledge of the concepts and skills for which I am responsible as an instructor. Understanding that the success of my students is proportional to the fertility and openness of my own mind, I see it as a priority to remain engaged in the contemporary art world. Motivating students by example is as important as doing it through direct intervention, and I feel students are more receptive and willing to emulate those who are as dedicated to learning as they are expected to be.

