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The Plains

Over the past few years I've been thinking about “The Plains”, by Gerald Murnane, and the
psychological landscape that he portrays that exists as an inseparable conflation of mind, place
and the tensions that time creates. These tensions evolve slowly, imperceptibly at times as
they do in my paintings. In my paintings | watch as these tensions form, watching for the
suggestive potentials of space, of narrative, of presence.

For me the process | employ to do this doesn’t beat about the bush, it’s intentionally rough,
primitive even, and direct. It reveals and exposes those things | notice, like light, and half
formed memories of places or tiny details of interactions | never knew I'd witnessed. | think
about the edges and how they dictate this psychological landscape where land and mind are
one, and how this comes into existence in a space that’s flat and deep at the same time, a sort
of elliptical space, like the lens in one’s eye.

Peter Bonner



A cow bellowed out of sight, Wattlebirds clacked in the trees around him (24 x 18 inch)

Oil, watercolor and collage on panel 2019






Here and now-the meagre arrangement of events (48 x 48 inch)

Oil and sand on canvas 2019






Abandon all reason; don’t stay in the shadows (12 x 10 inch)

Oil, acrylic, watercolor and collage on linen 2018






After the Fire-Marysville (23.75 x24 inch) Oil on panel 2018






The Plains (24 x 18 inch) Oil and Collage on panel 2019






The fence in the lady (31 x 23 inch) Qil on linen 2019






The Plains-The smell and light of the afternoon congers expectations of another

(15.5 x 18 inch) Oil on panel 2019






Everyone around here, everyone is so near, so alone (15.5 x 12 inch) Oil on panel 2019






Dollars and Cents-The Story of Women and Men (30 x 23 inch) Oil on linen 2018






Go down the waterfall, it’s nothing at all (32 x 24 inch) Oil on panel 2018






We knew almost nothing of one another and we could not conceive of things happening
otherwise without violating the poise of the worlds that surrounded us

(18 x 14 inch) Oil on panel 2019






| held my breath back and stood in the light of day (24 x 15 inch) Qil on panel 2019






| walk through walls; | float down the Liffey (16 x 20 inch) Oil on canvas 2018






I'd really like to help you man

(11.5x10.5inch) Qil watercolor and collage on foam core 2018






In a little while I'll be gone (20 x 17 inch) Oil on panel 2019






Linger with an air of confidence like a rider on a horse (22 x 24 inch) Qil on panel 2018






Elaborating on the theme of time (22 x 24 inch) Oil and sand on panel 2018






Hey man slow down-smoldering log, jog, in the rain she stands

(66 x 51 inch) Oil on canvas 2019






An examination of states for some earlier state that seemed to promise what was never
subsequently realized (24 x 24 inch) Oil on panel 2019






Saint Nickolas forgives the beggar

(11 x 9.25 inch) QOil, watercolor, charcoal and collage on foam core 2018






She had walked in the direction of the Sun-Patrick White

(32 x 24 inch) Oil on panel 2018






The light around me will be dim-Memorial

(32 x 24 inch) QOil on panel 2019






Spikes spat and rattled and the earth beneath me shook

(22 x 15 inch) Oil on panel 2019






Strobe lights and blown speakers, fireworks and hurricanes (11 x 10 inch)

Oil sand watercolor and collage on foam core
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Don’t bother me I've lost my way (24 x 19 inch) Oil on panel 2019






The Plains-the pleasure | occasionally take in the sight of her

(24 x 18 inch) QOil and collage on panel 2018






The screaming neck-the arrival of good in the state of affairs of someone
who neither foresaw it nor recognizes it as a good

(22 x 15 inch) Oil on Panel 2018






The Virgin (32 x 24 inch) Oil on panel 2019






Walking at night with the Light of the mangroves

(21 x 24 inch) QOil and collage on Panel 2019






Wattlebirds catching moths-under the Morton Bay fig

(24 x 19 inch) QOil on panel 2018
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