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ABSTRACT EXPRESSIONISM CONTINUES to provide the idiom of choice for younger
artists, one of whom is Mary McDonnell. “Touch” is her aptly named show, comprised of drawn
paintings on board and on paper that emphasize tactile, not optical, properties of paint.

Ms. McDonnell has produced an ingratiating exhibition that proves her participation in the
slipstream of process-oriented responses to Abstract Expressionism associated with post-
Minimalism. A variety of gestural marks is evident; and in her favor is that, despite the assorted
technical approaches, the work does not rely on novelty for its effect. But neither does the
layering communicate process so much as a staging area for gesture.

“Touch™ is on view at James Graham & Sons, 32 East 67 Street, through Nov. 7.
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