
15 local artists chosen for prestigious DC 
show exploring recent US history 

 
Artist Margaret Murphy, photographed in her Baltimore studio, is among the 48 artists 
— including 15 who are local — chosen for a prestigious show at The Phillips Collection 
museum in Washington opening Aug. 1. (Karl Merton Ferron/Staff) 
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Fifteen local artists have been selected to participate in a prestigious group show in 
Washington that aims to explore the past 21 months of American history. 

Organizers at The Phillips Collection in Washington put out a call for “work created since 
November, 2024,” according to a museum news release. Though the release does not 

explicitly make this connection, Donald J. Trump won a second term as U.S. president on 
Nov. 5, 2024. 

The exhibit, titled “Tomorrow the Sun Will Rise,” is a group show featuring 48 artists 
from Maryland, Washington and Virginia whose work varies from paintings to video 
installations that “reflects, adapts, experiments and resists in response to the 
contemporary moment,” according to the release. 

The show will run from Aug. 1-Sept. 20; the artists chosen for the show were winnowed 
down from a pool of more than 1,500 submissions, the release said, — an acceptance rate 
of roughly 3%. They include 12 artists from Baltimore, two from Owings Mills and one 
from Columbia. 

Baltimore artist Margaret Murphy’s 2025 painting “Whether the Women Like It Or Not” 
portrays a generic female nude statue from antiquity, her arms cut off below the shoulder 
and her legs removed below her knees. 

Murphy has applied faint raised vinyl words just below the surface of the painting. The 
text only becomes visible when viewed up close or when the painting strikes the light. 
The title references a statement Trump made on Oct. 30, 2024, at a campaign rally in 
Wisconsin in which he pledged to protect American women from migrants and missiles. 
“A lot of my most recent work focuses on the backlash against women during the most 
recent presidential election cycle,” Murphy said. “There was a lot of misogyny, a lot of 
negative ads.” 

Not every artist references the 2024 election as directly as Murphy does. 

For instance, Kei Ito describes himself as “a photographer who doesn’t use cameras.” 
Instead, the Baltimore artist uses sunlight to capture the impressions of his breath on 
photosensitive paper. The result is a 100-foot scroll with which the artist aims to 
celebrate life while protesting the proliferation of nuclear weapons. 

Ito said his grandfather was living in Hiroshima on Aug. 6, 1945, when the U.S. military 
detonated an atomic bomb over the city. 

“My grandfather lost most of his family members during the bombing,” he said. “He died 
from cancer when he was 71.” 

Takeshi Ito’s passing made a huge impression on his then 9-year-old grandson. 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-protecting-women-whether-they-like-it-or-not-wisconsin/


“One of the last things my grandfather said before he died was that the bomb was ‘like 
hundreds of suns lighting up the sky,’ ” Ito said. “That really stayed with me. 

“This fragile peace that we have can be shattered so easily.” 

In addition to Murphy and Ito, local participating artists include Baltimoreans Mark 
Armbruster; Hannah Atallah; Aliana Grace Bailey; Sasha Baskin; Thea Canlas; Se Jong 
Cho; Pamela Crockett; Erin Fostel; Ringo Lisko; Margaret Murphy; Katie O’Keefe; and 
Melissa Sutherland Moss. 

Artists Aishwariya Chandrasekar of Columbia and Bria Sterling-Wilson of Owings Mills 
are also in the group. 

The exhibit “reminds us that artists are among our most essential witnesses,” said 
Jonathan Binstock, director and CEO of The Phillips Collection. “This exhibition is a 
testament to their courage and conviction.” 

Have a news tip? Contact Mary Carole McCauley at mmccauley@baltsun.com and 410-332-
6704. 
If You Go: 
“Tomorrow the Sun Will Rise: The Phillips Collection Juried Exhibition” runs from Aug. 1 
through Sept. 20 at the museum, 1600 21st St. N.W. in Washington, Tickets cost $10 for 
students and $20 for most adults; admission is free for anyone 18 and younger. For details, 
visit phillipscollection.org. 
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