Sumptuous
COSMOS

Some of these paintings by

Louis Risoli look good enough to eat
by Tom Grobosky

Pintings’ by Louis Risoli,

and ‘Four Photogrophers,’

at Gollery NAGA, through Jan. 30.

Lowuts Risoli has become one of Bosson's most consis-
seatly firss-raie abstract pasmters, Over the past 10 yoars he
has refined and developed his own particular brand of ab-
SUEact expressionism, and one can so¢ in new work our-
restly on view ol Galleey NAGA (a1 67 Newbary Su) re-
cest examples of that progressive evolution, Risols s an
enticang colonist, and i these new canvases be cxplores
vanous color schemes, producang bush and vibrast resulis
Unilizing a pakcuc which favors brght, high cacrgy rods,
yellows and greens, the artist adoms s bulky (oficn 6-8
inch doep) oblong and rectangular canvases wilth shapes
and patterns hat sugpest designs 1or some Reo-peimilive
cosmology. Expeessively remderod spirals and fragenenacd
organic forms soem 10 swirl and Mot agasnst gently moxd
ukated backgrounds of solid color

There is a distincily uplifiing quabity 10 Risoli's work,
It"s not meeely the color, although that's cenainly an wn-
portant aspect, but rather (he strasghtforward, unselfcon-
scious handling of the pasnt whach koops the work smme-
date without its cver scoming hurnicd o easure. These arc
mtgitive paintings, although that intaition is tempercd
with siall and informed by experience

In “Navigating by Starlight™ Risoli uses fleshy pinks,
pade greens and accents of black which are gencrously ap
plied. making for an undorlying sonsualiny that has bong
been an impoetsy” tlemcnt in his work. “Sign” is a par-
tcularly seasyg’ 2o -and it incorporaies orange/ yel
lows and vellovk, greens plossed over with o juley “wet”

- gy
LOUIS RISOU's "Porallel Heaven.’
Photo: Don A. Soper

sarface that looks almost good cmough 1o cat

One would be hard pressed 1o find 2 single weak
negative clement in Risoli’s work. He paints unabashod
delaghiful pacsarcs which colebeane Nie and radete b, /
2 tsmc when o mech comtemporary a1 over-polilic e
and visually Mat, cnc savors the wcomplicacd pleasure
expereacing these lovely pclwcs.

Kocol o stondout
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