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John Brodie's art using cardboard signs captures the longing and the problems of the human condition.

Stop and read the signs

By HARVEST HENDERSON
SPECIALTO THE OREGONIAN
John Brodie is neither homeless
‘mor hungry. So why has the owner
of Le Happy restaurant spent the

past several

“Signs, Desperate”

What: Art by John Brodie

handling sigos on cardboard?
Brodies new signs are hanging

at Stumptown Coffee Roasters

downtown in an exhibit tided

sign elements, and angst-ridden
such as “The life is all
sucked out of me” into gallery

Mampulanng context to elevate
th nplaoe is one device

have used before, but that
d.Desn 't bother Brodie.

“Maybe it's not that original of
an idea, but I don’t think that's
important,” Brodie says.

Brodie’s work references the
‘homeless, but what he's ultimate-

Coffee Roast-
ers, 8 SW.Third Ave. -
Admission: Free
Closes: May 29

Iy vag m
into lhe ﬁew&
won:ls pos'b(a Everyone, Brodie
olds signs.

was walking downtown in
Febmaxy and saw a woman hold-
ing a sign on a comer” he says.
“She was middle-aged, middle-
class, and T wondered what her
sign said. Then I realized: All it
had to say was, ‘Standing on a
comer, holding a sign.' Because
when you get to a point where
you're actually standing on a cor-
er holding a sign, it doesn't mat-
terwhiat the sign says.”

Brodie went back to his studio

and painted the words “Smnd.\ng
on a comer holding a

please help on a piece of dard-
board, which became the first
piece in the “Signs, Desperate” se-
maﬁexmhngafewnme.he
called smmpwwn about exhib-
itingthe:

Hrodie s says viewers can find

broader social and poliical mean-

ing In his igns, b I the aic.

ulation of universal emotion that
fascinates him.

“We all have situations in our
lives where we wonder, ‘How bad
can this get before something
happens?” Brodie says. From
concems about the Patriot Act to
contemplations of the crushing
monotony of a passionless day
job, Brodie’s got a sign forit.
Some signs wax melodramatic
on failed dreams or relatio
like “I never imagined this,” or
“This is the end of us.” Others are
sly, even humorous, such as
“Small sign — please help” or
simply “ lcanlpalm_

Brodie can pint, and *

Lovel the Stump-
town show, he b bound ‘more than
20 cardboard signs into a large
ook for viewers to browse.

Fl.\ppmg thmugh the_book,

and Self-Help).

feeling. We were beautiful in the
carly days. Now it's like a living
thing writhing in one’s hands ....
Somebody please do something




