
Aboae, Abdoalaye Konate (Mali):Homageto Mand6 llunters (d,etail), 1994, beads on canads, sandboxes,

mixed, med,iums, 69 bu 123 by 19% inches; includ,ed, in the International Exhibition of \frican Art,

Right, Fodd Camara (Senegal): The Course, 199!, mixed mediuns'
76% by 65 bg 3 inches; includ,ed in the International Exhibition of

.lfrican Art at the Museum of Black Af,rican Art.

Right, Myline Houelle (Senegal): Rescued from Hell, 1999' netting'
nxetal stud.s, magazine scraps and, mixed, med,iums, 39% bg 38 inckes; included in the

Exhibition of Contempord,rA Senegalese Art at the National Art Gallery.

Above, Babacar Sed,ikh Traore (Senegal): Table and Chair, gla$s, uater pipes,
47 by 98 by 27 inches; includ,ed, in the A;frican Design Salon at WMA Space,

Right, Serigne Mbaye Camara (Senegal): Jacqres Kerchac\ 1994, wood. and, steel rein;forcing rods,
65 bg 35 inches; included. in the International Exhibition of /frican Art. Unless otheruise noted,

all photos this article courtesg Biennale d,es Arts d,e Dakar, Ministdre d,e la Culture,
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lvory Coast's Kra N,Guessan
and Burkino Faso,s Siriki Ky
use characteristic African
patterns (similar to fabric
designsf in their sculptures,
but the combinations are
mone complex than those
commonly found in textiles.

ic presence, while its collapsed landscape space
suggests the desert complement to Richard
Diebenkorn's "Ocean Park,, series. Ivory Coast,s Kra
N'Guessan and Burkino Faso,s Siriki Ky use charac-
teristic Alrican patterns (similar to fabric designs)
in their sculptures, but the combinations ure mo.e
complex than those commonly found in textiles.
N'Guessan's life-size wooden sculptures resemble
remarkable African costumes, while Ky,s wooden
sculptures, part painted and part lelt natural. evoke
the interdependencc ofnalure and rullure.

lhe Contenrporar; Senegalese Exhibition fea-
I rured 4j artists at rhe National.\n GaUery,

which generally offers temporarl. exhibitions of
young afiists. (An ancillary minishow paid tribute
to local painter Bocar Pate Diong, who died in 19gg
at 43.) For the most part, this was a hodge-podge of
super-energetic abstract painting. Bur while it was
widely alleged that Dak'art was deficient in figura-
tive work, several fine local examples here suggested
otherwise. In 0mar Katta Diallo,s painting Canton
Ciial hundreds of markings, evocative of language
and dancing figures, form a portrait on a terra-cotia
ground. Mamadou Tall Diedhiou,s portrait Marie
Mdgots is a cigarette-butt collage. Netting, metal
studs and magazine scraps give heft to Myldne
Houelle's feminist paintin g Rescuecl from Hell.

The Tapestry and Texlile Art Salon was held at
the Chamber of Commerce, a colonial building
whose facade was beautifully decorated with dozeni
of colored fabric strips that extended its large
entrance. Among the 20 artists, work exhibited, the
most remarkable examples of textile att were those
b--v the Senegalese painter Madeleine Senghor. Her
very dpramic fabric hangings make use of striking

Chu.ckley Vincent Secka (Gambia): TheWeaver, 1995,
uall construction uith batik fabric, sticks and mitei
med,iums, 74% bg 47,1 inches.Siriki Ky (Burkina Faso): God?, 1994, polUchromed

uood, bronze and leather, 6Z by Z1 inches,

circles contributes to the painting,s jarring effect. It
evokes a whirlwind of feverishly dancing shrts.

Serigne Mbaye Camara, a Senegalese artist who is
also director of the Ecole Nationale de Beaur ,Arts in
Dakar, showed an instatlation at Atissa (a Dakar
fabric showroom) that proved more interesiing than
his sculptures at Dak'aft. At Atissa, he installed a
large wall hanging thal has dozens of small wooden
figures delicately affi_xed to its surface with hemp.
The whole piece dangles over and parily in a lui_
cious pile of sand. In its intricate, threadv
abundance the piece calls to mind Annettl
\Iessager's massive accumulations of hanging pho_
tos of body parts. Camara,s woocl-and-rebar
sculptures at Dak'aft, meanwhile, suggest skeletal
figures, at once clunlry and elegant. bespite their
declarative physical presence, these works also
speak of solitude, and in their statuesque silence
thel bring to mind well-known Senegalese painter
\radou Ba's comparable images of the nomadic
Peuhl people. (Ba's work was not included in
Dak art, perhaps because it is so familiar, both in
and out of Senegal.)

-\ giant strand of beads accents Senegalese artist
Selui Gadiaga's terra-cotta-colored painting. Its
r'i:.nibiance to a door {lame gives it an architecton_

"l,r! 
19lti

Kra N'Guessan (Iaorg Coast): Reliquary 1995, paint-
ed uood, sand and bones, 90 by 31 b.u 20 inchis.
llorks this pog? u.erc included in thr Interndtional
E x h i bition of ,tfric an Art.

color combinations-purple embroidery on a tan
background, multicolored stripes on an orange back-
ground-and some fabric segments push out
toward the viewer while others are sewn down as if
in restraint. Diafora Kane's handsome wall hangings
blend batik and traditional African patterns.

Perhaps the most surprising exhibition was the
African Design Salon, held at \EX{,{ Space, a multi-
functional warehouse with a ver1, contemporary
facade, near the Gor6e Embarcadero. This was an
impressive show, featuring many unex?ected inter-
pretations of lamps, chairs, tables and couches_all
with a distinctly African flair. The shapes and
iconography used in these objects are similar to
those found on African fabrics, and again sand
played an instrumental role in some displays.
Among the most successful lr,orks was Senegalese
designer Babacar Sedikh Traore's table with aglass
top that erposes its structure, pieced together from
household water pipes and red faucets. It was
accompanied by matching chairs and silverware
with rebar handles. Ivory Coast designer Vincent
Amian Niamien showed a very simple wooden chair,
its frame a rriangle wirhur which the sear and back
rest are suspended. Togo designer Kossi Assou,s
clever white chairs were cut from oil barrels and
upholstered with African fabrics. Senegalese design_
er Sowalo Cisse's expansive carved couch
upholstered in royal blue recalled the ceremonial
elegance of Africa's precolonial kingdoms.

Unexpectedly touching was the Arts Education
Salon at the Blaise Senghor Cultural Institute.
which featured aft works byveryyoung aftists (ages
5-20). The works here were quite moving, as the1.
mostly addressed the daily erperience of their mak_
ers, including such matters as AIDS, village life, the
family and Islam, There were colored-paper
constructions of dream homes, trucks and cars:

l'
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