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“To begin each piece is to compose with the line of cord.” Susan
Mastrangelo’s description of the process with which she initiates her
current work puts me in mind of how many poets begin their poems with
a single line that predicates an evolution. “The wave or spiral of the cord
moves to an inner beat,” she continues, and again the connection to the
composition of verse deepens. As breath can serve as the foundation for
poetic lineation, Mastrangelo’s “inner beat,” her tactile engagement with
the materiality of the upholstery rope she employs, functions in much the
same way, determining the cord’s stops and starts, the sweeping curves
and elegant loops. The free-flowing cord interacts with netting that
stretches across the surface like connective tissue, binding disparate
shapes and complicating the rich colors beneath. These pieces partake of
and suggest the physical action of tying, untying, tightening, and
loosening—the rhythm of work (Mastrangelo cites her connection to
knitting)—and thus there is an abiding sense of bodily flex. Their

dimensionality is kinetic, corporeal.



The spaces created by these swirling and contracting materials is
enriched by vivid geometric patterning that seems to pulse within the
confines of the loops. If the regularity of the patterns de-harmonizes the
fluidity of cord and net, it does so to intensify our sense of movement
against and in concord with the resistant world. Bodies bend into the
wind, blood beats in unison with the heart’s contraction. Mastrangelo
enacts an anatomical choreography, one in which tension is experienced
as a kind of calm—the paradoxical feeling of invigoration and fatigue that
follows exertion. These paintings invite active engagement: their dance is

familiar and lives within us.

Albert Mobilio

Albert Mobilio is a poet, critic, and an editor at Hyperallergic.
Books of poetry include The Geographics, Me with Animal
Towering, Touch Wood, and most recently Same Faces. Games
and Stunts, a book of fiction, was published in 2017 by Black
Square Editions.



Unstoppable #2

2021

Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel
30 x 24 inches



Union
2021
Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel

30 x 24 inches



It's All Apples And Oranges #2

2021

Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel

48 x 36 inches



A Covid Ode
2021

Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel
30 x 24 inches



Freedomland

2021

Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel
30 x 24 inches



New Normal

2021

Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel
30 x 24 inches



It's All Apples And Oranges #1

2021

Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel
40 x 30 inches



Catch

2021

Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel
12 x 9 inches



The Great Divide

2021
Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel

60 x 48 inches



One Life One Year

2021

Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel
60 x 48 inches
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Shining Lights
2020

Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel
60 x 48 inches
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Unbridled Passion

2020
Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel

60 x 48 inches
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Transformative

2020
Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel

48 x 36 inches



Time and Measure

2020
Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel

30 x 24 inches



Sufficient Reduction

2020

Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel

30 x 24 inches



Strength And Fortitude

2020

Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel
30 x 24 inches



Songs And Melodies
2020

Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel
30 x 24 inches



To Have And To Hold

2020
Cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel

48 x 36 inches
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Shine

2020

Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel
30 x 24 inches



Perpetual Change

2020

Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel
60 x 48 inches



Not A Ghost Town

2020

Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel
60 x 48 inches



High Wire #2
2020

Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel
30 x 24 inches
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Drop In The Bucket

2020
Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel

48 x 36 inches



Dancing On Water

2020

r, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel

Knitting, cord fille

30 x 24 inches



High Expectations

2020

Knitting, cord filler, fabric, acrylic paint on wood panel
60 x 48 inches



Susan Mastrangelo was born and raised in New York City and Washington D.C.
She studied at the Kansas City Art Institute and the New York Studio School, and
received her MFA from Boston University under the tutelage of Philip Guston. Based
in New York since graduate school, she has shown nationally and internationally,
and is a recipient of a Mercedes Matter Award, a Rockwell Grant and two grants
from the Pollock Krasner Foundation. She has been a visiting artist at the American
Academy in Rome, a guest at Civitella Raneri, and a resident at Yaddo, The Virginia
Center for the Creative Arts, The Ragdale Foundation, The Triangle Workshop (as a
student of Anthony Caro), and the Tyrone Guthrie Center. For 27 years she taught
and chaired the Art Department at the Buckley School in New York City, and now
works as a full time multidisciplinary artist at the Can Factory in Gowanus, Brooklyn.



Susan Mastrangelo
75 Henry Street 30b, Brooklyn, NY, 11201
susanmastrangelo@gmail.com www.susanmastrangelo.com
917-912-0139
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