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The Elizabeth Harris Gallery is pleased to present taking shapes, an exhibition of new ceramic works by Elisa D’Arrigo.  In this exhibition, the artist continues to explore possibilities for integrating color, mark-making, and animated sculptural form within the context of the glazed ceramic vessel.
taking shapes alludes to D’Arrigo’s process - each piece begins with an array of hollow hand-built cylindrical, spherical and rectilinear clay forms, taking shape as D’Arrigo manipulates these elemental forms in a period of intense improvisation.  In the artist’s words: “I play with these forms, combining, taking apart, recombining; all the while seeking a configuration that speaks to me, feels fresh and not fully known. Seams, edges and how the form sits, reclines, stands or even slouches all get attention…the pieces are often taking a stance or in a paused position between moves. I feel the configurations in my own body, and their positions often record or express my own transitory states of mind.”
D’Arrigo’s in-the-moment decisions yield works that can seem improbable yet also unexpectedly familiar, with an asymmetry that generates intrinsic humor. They allude to the body in a gestural and even visceral manner, exuding a figural presence. The sculpture’s  expressive forms merge with intricate, vibrantly colored and textured glazes, creating densely layered surfaces that suggest garments, skin, or protective coverings. 
Regarding their intimate scale, “These small, intense things create a menagerie of the little and imaginary, of objects that evoke wonder and its twin, curiosity.  Small scale is the inverse of the monumental;  both dimensions command attention and involve an acute attention to detail. Her choice to work in this anti-monumental arena creates access to a primal fantasy world populated by awkward objects that can be picked up in one hand and held there for examination. These small, humble things are powerful and ferocious - as the cliche goes, they punch above their weight.” (Excerpted from accompanying catalogue essay by Kay Whitney).
taking shapes is Elisa D’Arrigo’s 12th solo exhibition at Elizabeth Harris Gallery. Her work has been in numerous solo, two-person and group exhibitions including most recently at Pamela Salisbury Gallery (Hudson, NY), FiveMyles (Brooklyn, NY), Patricia Sweetow Gallery (Los Angeles, CA), Michael David Gallery (Brooklyn, NY), and The Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York, NY).
Her work is held in private and public collections including The Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York, NY), The Everson Museum of Art (Syracuse, NY), The Mead Art Museum (Amherst, NY), The High Museum of Art (Atlanta, GA), The Samuel Dorsky Museum of Art (New Paltz, NY), The Mint Museum (Charlotte, NC), and The Weatherspoon Art Museum (Greensboro, NC).  
Reviews, interviews and articles have appeared in The New York Times, Art in America, Hyperallergic, Two Coats of Paint, ArtNews, Sculpture, Ceramics: Art + Perception, Ceramics Now, Partisan Review, ArtPapers, ArtSpiel, Romanov Grave, Too Much Art, and The New York Observer, among others. Residencies include the Civitella Ranieri Foundation, Yaddo, The MacDowell Colony, and Dieu Donné Papermill. She has received grants from NYFA and The Ariana Foundation for the Arts.
D’Arrigo was born and raised in the Bronx, NY.  In 1971 she attended CIDOC in Cuernavaca, Mexico; she received a BFA in Ceramics from SUNY New Paltz in 1975. She lives and works in New York City. 
The Gallery is located at 529 W 20th Street, 6th floor and is open Tuesday to Saturday   12-6PM, and by appointment. 
For further information contact Miles Manning at 212-463-9666.
