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Well time does fly! | sat down to assemble an Oxbow newsletter and was
astonished to find out that the last one I did was in the spring of 2025! Let’s
catch up.

We welcomed four new members this past year, Bobby Salthouse
(monotype), Linda Batchelor (monoprints), Miles Danaher, (oil painter) and
Betsy Feick (collage). | am featuring three of our new members, as well as
some of the old ones...ooops I shouldn’t say old because that has
connotations of age, but faithful long-term members of the gallery. Not only
do I include biographies, but these artists have described their influences and

given us fascinating descriptions of the processes they employ in making
their work.



Sunday March 15, 2026 Oxbow presented a film about local artist Gregory Gillespie
at the Marigold Theater, right down the block from the Gallery. The movie was
wildly acclaimed and every seat in the theater was filled--a great contribution to

the Easthampton arts community.
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An art prodigy from New Jersey fiees his broken Cathaolic home seeking

to find glory omong the old Italian masters. Retuming to the Slates in the

10705, he “rorschachs™ into the mysteries of his own psychological demons
0 reveol a fresh, unsetting vision for American contemporary painting.
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Q&A with director Evan Goodchild after the show
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Kate Spencer

My studio is located at the edge of a wild meadow in Montague Center, Mass.
It is bisected by the Sawmill River. Stephanie Vignone often paints there; her
pastel below, “Summer Field in Montague,” shows the entrance to the north
meadow over the bridge on the other side of the river. | have enjoyed this
view over 1000 times (mas 0 menos) in the last 50 years as | walk the path
with Frances the black spaniel. Thanks Stephanie!



Dame’s Rocket in Spring

| have spent the spring and summer studying and painting the wildflowers out
my north window as they cycle through the seasons. In town are lovely
gardens | have rendered on canvas, so | present flowers both native and
introduced. | will be showing my flower paintings at the Oxbow Gallery this
coming September; the opening reception is Saturday September 5 from 4 to
7 pm.

Welcome to my Flower Show!

Looking North on a S[Jmmer Day



Stephanie Vignone

Summer Field in Montague

An important change for me has been that since | had some work done on my
house, I’ve been able to use a larger space for a studio right here at home. It
still gets cluttered, as you can see from the picture below, but it's a real step
up from where | was painting before!

I have an upcoming back room show at the Oxbow Gallery in November. I’'m
spending time getting ready for that. | am hoping that once the weather is a
little more cooperative, | can get out and do more plein air work so | have
new oil paintings for the show. I’ve recently been experimenting with
abstraction--something | love but has always been hard for me.

A back room show feels more flexible and I’m thinking about showing my
small collage and mixed media pieces. I’ve been having a lot of fun (and
some frustration) with them. I’m really looking forward to getting them out
there.



Vignone Studio

Eileen Travis

An avid gardener and landscape architect, | am an artist whose work is inspired
by the natural world. Working in yarn and other fibers, | design pieces that are
interactive, encouraging viewers to slow down and engage with texture and
color. I believe fiber art has the ability to bridge the gap between fine art and
everyday comfort.

My journey began when my grandmothers taught me crocheting and knitting,
tatting, cross stitch, needle point, and crewel. This intergenerational exchange
planted the seeds for a lifelong love of working with fiber. | honor this legacy,
pushing the boundaries of my art in a contemporary context. In “Captured in
Felt,” a series inspired by my photographs, each piece is completed with wool
roving (processed from fleece) that has been either needle felted or wet felted,;
some are embellished with embroidery. | have created projects people feel
welcome to touch and explore in a world increasingly dominated by mass
production. My work will be shown in the back room at Oxbow Gallery
September 3-27 with the opening reception September 5 from 4-7 pm.



Winter Fields Wildflower Fields
Nicole Gadon

| attended a themed residency " Silence, Meditation and Existence" in March ,
2026 at Arteles Creative Center in the Lake District in Finland. We were silent
for two days a week, meditated and used the wood burning sauna every other
day. Internet access was intentionally limited.

The Finnish woods were a typical boreal forest consisting of birch, fir, and
pine. The country has extremely clean air, so everything was covered with
healthy green and gray growth.

For me, the opportunity to be with ten like-minded creatives from around the
world in such a magical place for a month was an incredible gift. My
watercolors are based on photos of a very old birch. This tree has huge crevices
with filled and covered with all kinds of lichen, mosses, and fungi. You can
see a fragment of the original smooth bark in the white striped section, which
has been pulled apart as the tree has grown. My paintings are based on photos,
and | enjoy the abstract compositions I find in the bark.



Young Finnish Birch (Watercolor)



Betsy Feick

My new collages are part of an ongoing series of works on paper entitled
The House in the Woods and which includes inkjet photographs,
monoprints, collages, and drawings. In this project | hope to illuminate
our deep connections with the natural world and our equally deep
confusions about our relationship to the planet we inhabit. | want to evoke
the beauty and mystery around us and challenge viewers to see our world
with fresh eyes.
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Bobbie Salthouse

| am a multidisciplinary abstract artist and currently focus on mixed media
monoprints, incorporating painting, drawing and collage.

The natural world has always been my greatest source of inspiration. My
process is based on curiosity and play. | love experimenting with combinations
of color, texture, and form. One mark leads to another and if I’'m lucky, I’'m
happy with the result.

I've always been involved with art. After graduating from Bryn Mawr College
and University of Pennsylvania with a B.A. and M.A. in Art History, | studied
illustration, and graphic design at the School of Visual Arts and painting with
the abstractionist Helen Corning.

| have a home studio in South Hadley and am a member of Zea Mays
printmaking studio. When I’'m not making or talking about art with my art
buddies (including Oxbow partner, Linda Batchelor) | love playing the
recorder, hiking, gardening, and visiting museums. Proud to be a new member
of the Oxbow Gallery, | am pleased to join this inspiring community.
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Linda Batchelor

| have recently rejoined the Oxbow Gallery with a partner, Bobbie Salthouse.
We had our first show in the back room gallery in June. I do mostly monotype
and collage and I’'m a member of Zea Mays printmaking studio. I have a piece
in the current Oxbow group show titled “Marine Layer.” I also have a work in
an upcoming Monotype Guild of New England virtual show September 21 -
November 20 in the Menino Art Center in Hyde, Massachusetts, a part of the
Boston art scene.



Egg
Diane Harr

Diane relates her process for us:

First | do a drawing on paper that is the same size as the gesso board for the
finished work. Studying the photograph, | decide which shapes to use. Some
are similar to the picture and others are invented. Once the drawing is complete
| transfer it to the gesso board. Next | block in color with watercolors. These
are not necessarily the colors that I'll use for the painting but they give me a
starting point. To finish the painting I use acrylics. | love mixing colors so that
Is where | start. While I'm painting, the shapes or colors often change. Since |
work at home, | visit my painting every night after dinner. This is when | see
something that needs correcting.



Frascati, Italia. Photo above, Harr acrylic painting below



Oxbow Show Schedule 2026 and 2027

Artists may change; please check our website for updates.

http://www.oxbowgallery.com 2026

Sept 3 — Sept 27

Kate Spencer

Eileen Travis

Oct1—-0Oct 25

Janet Palin

Nancy Diessner

Oct 29 — Nov 29

Doreen LaScola

Stephanie Vignone

Dec 3 -- Jan. 3 Diane Harr GROUP SHOW
Jan 7-Jan 31 Open Myles Donahue
Feb 4 — Feb 28 Chris Bagg Carolyn Gray

March 4 -- March
28

Martha Armstrong

Deb Stewart- Pettengill/BZ
Reilly

April 1— April 25

Jeffrey Gillis

Caren Hyde

April 29 -- May 23

Abbie Steiner

Ron Michaud

May 24 — May 30

Gallery cleaning and
painting

Gallery cleaning and painting

Jun 3 —June 27

Joan Dix Blair

EB Lehman/ Will Sillin

July 1 -Aug 1 Mary Witt/ Brianna Ashe Betsy Feick
Aug 5 - Aug 29 GROUP SHOW OPEN

Sept 3 — Sept 26 Olwen O’Herlihy Dowling Kathy Ford
Sep 30 —Oct 24 Kamini Awvril OPEN

Oct 28 — Nov 28 Diane Travis Kate Spencer

Dec 2—Jan 2

Whendy Carter

GROUP SHOW
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