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Professor Rifat Chadirji is one of Iraq’s and the region’s most prominent international architectural 
thinkers of the twentieth century. Chadirji has been at the vanguard of those grappling with how to 
reconcile modernity with the vernacular traditions of the Middle East. However, Chadirji’s life reflects 
closely the tragic story of the region. Instead of being celebrated for these noble attempts, the free 
thinking involved in such a pursuit meant that he was perceived as a danger to those in power.  
Rifat Chadirji would spend two years in an Iraqi jail and would consume a large part of his intellectual 
life not in the Middle East but in America.

FAME, IMPRISONMENT & REBIRTH: 

THE STORY OF 
RIFAT CHADIRJI 
AN IRAQI MODERNIST ARCHITECT
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THE BASIC PHILOSOPHY 
WAS THAT I WANTED 
MODERN ARCHITECTURE 
TO BE REGIONALIZED

48 FEBRUARY’10



FEBRUARY’1047



48 FEBRUARY’10

KHOURY’S 
CONFRONTATIONAL 
AND DRAMATIC 
DESIGNS HAVE 
GONE A LONG WAY 
TO CEMENTING HIS 
REPUTATION AS A 
CONTROVERSIAL 
AND UNORTHODOX 
ARCHITECT
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CORBUSIER 
TOLD ME THAT 
IF I AM NOW 30 
YEARS OLD, IN 
TEN YEARS’TIME 
I WILL EITHER 
BE A GREAT 
ARCHITECT OR  
A FAILURE 
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