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Ethan Murrow's recent drawings and paintings show country landscapes, in which a character performs 
absurd gestures. The explorer tries to restore a relationship with abundant nature, a resource for living 
well. The American artist remembers the countryside of his childhood in Vermont, in the northeast of the 
United States. He takes care to return with great finesse his memories of farmland, picturesque villages, 
forests and mountains conducive to daydreaming. A respect for nature and for what it offers us arises in 
his poetic works. An optimistic quest to regain contact with plant life as well as a certain nostalgia for a 
territory little marked by industrialization emerge in all of his artistic work. “Now I see how lucky I was to 
grow up in a place and in a family that has invested so much in the land, be it logging, ranching or 
growing fruits and vegetables. My urban life now leads me to observe these memories with a sweet 
lucidity and nostalgia. I recognize that we are in an urgent collective struggle to associate with nature, to 
preserve it, to maintain and to care for the land which gives us so much ", testifies the artist with great 
sensitivity. 
 
His romantic landscapes attract us and invite us to take the time to observe the profusion of details of 
plants and natural elements that the character seeks to achieve. The artist stages himself in situations 
where he plays the balancing act, the surveyor or the researcher who dedicates himself to impossible 
tasks. His head is often covered with a set of flowers as if he were carrying a fragment of a biodiversity 
that is dear to him. Sometimes it is the clouds that he catches eagerly. We can see a certain echo in 
Arcimboldo's paintings, portraits, compositions of flowers and fruits, symbolizing the seasons. Isn't there 
in his works a desire to rediscover an idea of nature that is still little impacted by man? Ethan Murrow 
invites us to take a contemplative posture in front of lush natural environments, lost paradises, places of 
dreams or stories that span countries and eras. Stories of ascent, his drawings and paintings of great 
technical virtuosity give rise to a desire to restore a relationship with biodiversity. Tinged with a certain 
commitment to ecology, his works invite us to open our field of perception to appreciate the richness of an 
expanse that is both wild and controlled by man. “These are born out of the desire and loss of a mythical 
ecological past. On the farm, I quickly learned, through trying and making mistakes, that all harvests 
involve more than just the romantic view of my childhood. It's about struggle, hard work, passion, luck, 
innovation, persistence and privilege, ”says Ethan Murrow. 
 
In his efforts to keep a panorama image, the character appears in a certain fragility, on tipping points, with 
a certain taste for risk. Dressed in his vegetable costume, he takes with him this wonderful nature, 
fabulous bouquets, an association of different species, groves of a forest, beehives. He becomes the 
messenger of a pleasure in harvesting the fruits of the labor of the gardener and the farmer. He also 
struggles to lift himself up on piles of books. Everything is good to try to reach the flowers, beauty of an 
extraordinary nature. On the wall, a mural created in collaboration with artist Bruno Gadenne shows a 
vehicle transporting a seascape at sunset, an attempt to keep in mind an aesthetic experience of nature. 
 
Faced with his works, images of flower gardens and grandiose landscapes come back to us. Man 
appears powerless in the face of this dense environment. Are there any landscapes that have been 
preserved from our impacts? Can we still think of environments rich in vegetation and where to take the 
time to contemplate immense landscapes? Thus, we realize the urgency of taking care of the forests, the 
countryside, the mountains. Ethan Murrow invites us on a journey of discovery of landscapes where we 
can stop and take the time to observe the abundant nature. 


