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In a wheeled cart illuminated by the sun, a dozing sea. The ear thinks it hears the lapping of the 
waves so much the eye is impressed by the precise touch of the artist. Ethan Murrow is currently 
a guest at the Parisian gallery Les Filles du Calvaire. With Pollen Song, the American takes us into 
unusual landscapes and scenes. A very theatrical universe deployed through drawings and 
paintings made over the past two years. Through surprising stagings inspired by his memories, 
Ethan Murrow invites us to discover his unique and optimistic relationship with nature. Pollen 
Song is a bucolic melody to enjoy until October 23. 
 
Raised on a farm in rural Vermont, Ethan Murrow grew up surrounded by nature. Attracted by 
its melody, he spends long peaceful moments listening to it. “I loved the intense heat after a 
heavy rain, when the buzzing of bees, the whirring of insects and the chirping of birds formed a 
constant harmony. To agricultural activity, he prefers contemplation. The artist, who now lives in 
the city, remembers with nostalgia this privileged contact with the earth. Inspired by his 
childhood memories, he imbues his fictional and absurd scenes with an autobiographical 
dimension. His works are a way of reconnecting with a certain more natural way of life, while 
evoking a form of collective ecological struggle to preserve the environment. 
 
The large unleashed landscapes, inspired by the romantic tradition, are offset by theatrical 
staging, tricks and other artifices that reveal behind the scenes. A character, the artist's self-
representation, is at the center: "I often think of my stories as self-portraits and these works are 
no exception, here I am the protagonist, the one who dreams of a basket overflowing with fruit 
and who probably missed the traffic signs in front of him! “, he explains. This hybrid hero, both 
human and plant, embarks on epic adventures combining fun and fierce struggle, where 
sometimes he fails. Stubborn, he tries to apprehend nature in a personal, utopian but always 
positive way, like the old man of Marathon, crossing the desert on his bicycle, carrying on his 
back what seems to be a veritable vegetable Noah's ark. 
 
There is also a question of passions in Murrow's work, of a living and committed relationship 
with his environment. A stubborn close encounter with the landscape reminiscent of working the 
land: "On the farm, I quickly learned, by trying and making mistakes, that all harvests involve 
much more than the romantic vision of my childhood. . » A vision that shines through, as if by 
derision, in the tormented waves and the celestial light of the large mural composition created in 
situ. From this exercise particularly prized by him, Ethan Murrow diverts the codes by changing 
scales and perspectives. While the extravagance of his story contrasts with a meticulous and 
realistic touch. For its part, the drawing Pollen Song plays with the history of romantic art, 
particularly American: the artist reinterprets Kindred Spirits, a canvas produced in the 19th 
century by Asher Brown Durand, one of the landscape painters of the Hudson River School. 
 
Ethan Murrow's painting invites reflection on the cycles of life, nature and their processes: "If we 
all bent down to the ground, sniffled and listened, we'd probably be fine. The humans in my 
drawings want to try everything, believe in magic, talk to bees, sing a lullaby to a plant, and laugh 
for joy when a berry is nice and juicy. In short, living in Arcadia. 


