“It has taken me a long time to under-
stand and accept that | am the only per-
son | have to please with my artwork.
For one thing, the weavitye wc'too
time-consuming to be commercially
profitable. And | could never resolve the
conflicting criticism and advice offered
by others. Now | see that the commit-
ment to this work has shaped my life—
in fact, it is my life. If | want to have
meaning, then | need to weave my
personal truths.

“Recently I've been studying combi-
nations of compatible weave structures
in old fabric swatches. This has led me
to increase the loom-controlled pattern-
ing of my work. 1 still paint the warps,
and so far, | haven’t completely aban-
doned the hand-manipulated supple-
mentary weft brocade which has been
characteristic of my weaving. Yet | am
clearly moving towards more complex
weave structures. If | had a Jacquard
loom, | probably would think | was
in heaven.”

Born 1946, in New York, New York.
Lives and maintains a studio in Brook-
lyn, New York. Attended the State Uni-
versity of New York at Stony Brook (B.A.
Psychology 1968) and the University of
Kansas, Lawrence (B.FA. Textile Design
1980). Lived in various regions of Guate-
mala, where she studied weaving, col-
lected textiles, exported crafts and
operated a restaurant (1972-76). Co-
authored, with Nona Ziek, Weaving on
a Backstrap Loom (Hawthorn Books,
1978).

RIGHT: Couples 2, 1986, detail, linen, cot-
ton, painted warp, various weave struc-
tures, supplementary weft brocade,
TV4"xTV4". INSET: Time Warp, 1987,
painted warp, eight-thread satin with
sateen pickup and supplementary weft
brocade, 58"x51".
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The lowa Center for the Book 26
A collaborative spirit at the University of lowa may produce the most

imaginative book program in the United States.

By W. Thomas Taylor

Eleanor Moty 34
‘Responsive to art-world currents but faithful to the processes of her

craft, she has fashioned jewelry of original design and striking

beauty. By Suzanne Foley

Reforming America 40
A traveling exhibition from the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston,

illumines a significant period in the American decorative arts.

By Catherine Lynn

Deliberately Decorative 50
Sensuous color harmonies and patterns distinguish the work of West
Coast ceramist Ralph Bacerra. By Mac McCloud

Craft World 6 Comment 22 Commissions 76
John R. May offers a

Letters 16 multidisciplinary view Gallery 78
of art and society.

Books 18 Marketplace 88

Ornament by Stuart Portfolio 56 )

Durant; Flight of Fancy Dan Rodriguez/ Wood Index to Advertisers 89

by Brent C. Brolin. Ginny Ruffner/ Glass —

Reviewed by Robert Bhakdi Ziek/ Fiber valendar 90

Jensen. Joseph A. Bonifas/ Metal

Front Cover: Stepped Brooch, 1985, silver, 18k and 24k gold, topazes, rutilated quartz, 3"x2"x¥4", and Rutilated Quariz Brooch,
1980, detail, silver, 14k gold, topazes, rutilated quartz, 24"x2"4"x%4", by Eleanor Moty. See page 34. Photograph by David Riley.
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