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The world of living men is 
regarded in the process of 
development from the animal 
and the primitive to the 
rational and spiritual.







a child race

We played football in that field 
the time you invited us to join 
you all for thanksgiving







I can’t see your garden.  I think it’s gone.

his thinking following absolutely the law of blending of mental images





thoroughly religious animal he is by nature,  
with extraordinary endowment added 
thereto..



“a gaglionic apparatus for surpassing 
in delicacy and complexity than any 

other animal, and in correlation 
therewith we find a man manifesting 

an unequalled range and variety of 
psychical functioning”

You must have been in bed sleeping on June 2, 2015 at 10:14 pm. 
Someone left the carport light on.
You were still alive that night.



civilization and savagery dwell side by side in the same spirit











The eyes of the deer 
are pure silver white, 
perfectly round and 
bright but also do not 
scintillate

 

whatever the savage vividly conceives he believes with all of his soul



a little white man chopped open the breast 
with an ax, 
took the heart out, 
poured out the black blood, 
washed it pure in the purple stream, 
put it back and closed up the opening.







the mourner
the shouter
the visioner

rioting in word pictures





The problem is not to quench or diminish spontaneous emotion, but 
to put it under full rational control.



My father set up remote cameras to surveil his property for wild 
animals

Text from the essay “The Religion of the 
American Negro” from the book Primi-
tive Traits in Religious Revivals: A Study 
in Mental and Social Evolution. The book 
is the expansion of a dissertation that was 
originally submitted in partial fullment of 
the requirements of the degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy in the faculty of Political Science 
at Columbia University.

Frederick Morgan Davenport 
Progressive Senator
New York State House of Representatives 
1909-1910









Has long slender fingers
like his mother’s

Beautiful hands.





Holds his toes up so high
this one missed printing





long black hair, 
beautiful pink skin, 
beautiful hands and 

long beautiful fingers

a certain girl Elizabeth



When I was a child I had a black bunny. We lived in the 
basement. He lived in a cage in my closet.

a certain negro girl Elizabeth
of black complexion
age fourteen year.



Sound and healthy in mind and 
bodyrum num, quibus dolum 
repra non eum fuga. Uga. Ut 
rendus de vel imin poremqui 
seribustrum eatempe rovidisti-



and free from all maladies prescribed by law 



for a few weeks, 
I named the bunny the n-word



your document was stored in a 
plastic bin under the tv set, no 
one knew you were there









Third spacing 
occurs when 
too much fluid 
moves from the 
intravascular space 
(blood vessels) into 
the interstitial or 
“third” space- the 
nonfunctional area 
between the cells.
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Normally, fluid moves 
freely between these three 
spaces to maintain fluid 
balance. (see Water, water 
everywhere)
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The extracellular 
compartment contains 
all the fluids outside 
the cells, including 
fluids in the interstitial 
(tissue) spaces, and that 
in the intravascular 
space (blood vessels)
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Dad [realtime] in the Waffle House

You: I speak for the family when I say that no one 
would want you to do this

Me: (wondering what family he is talking about. 
There is just him)

Me: (the muscles seize up in my neck)

You: You will shame the family

Me: (trying to fill my lungs with air but they feel 
like they have been soaked in acetone)



My chest constricts. The two rubbery eggs I just ate 
make me want to vomit after you say these words.



Body fluids are 
distributed between 
the intracellular and 
the extracellular fluid 
compartments.

FI G UR E. 
WATER ,  WATER 
EV ERYWH ER E



What do you do when 
someone’s heart beats 
in the wrong direction?







COUSIN ALICE 
DOESN’T LIKE TO 
LEAVE THE HOUSE.







The property that the eyes of most 
animals and some birds possess, 
of “shining” at night is a peculiar one. 
It is not an indistinct glistening, that 
might be given back by a piece of glass, 
but a veritable shine like balls of f ire, 
and an experienced hunter can usually 
tell at once, by the appearance of the eyes, 
what animal it is.



The coon has f iery red eyes that do 
scintillate.

The eyes of the opossum are very much 
like the coon’s, but usually smaller.

The eyes of all the cat tribe are white, 
but appear to be elongated vertically, 
and those of the catamount and more 
especially of the panther seem to throw 
off occasional rays.

The bear has a small red eye. 

The eyes of a sheep or goats, or of a 
young calf or a colt can scarcely be 
distinguished from the eyes of a deer, 
except it being a little less bright, or in 
scarcely ever being steady. 

The wolf will scarcely ever look at the 
light steadily for more than one second 
or two but will continue to glance at it 
furitively at short intervals. 





The eyes of the 
whippoorwill 
resemble a 
beautiful ruby 
being a perfect ball 
of deep red f ire 
that once seen is 
never forgotten. 



the eyes of these birds are set rather in the side 
of the head rather than in the front, you can 
only see the eye when the side of the head is 
towards the light 



I took very careful aim and f ired about 
an inch and a half below the eye. At the 
crack of the rifle I caught an indistinct 
glimpse of a shadowy object that seemed 
to dart away from the place. 



.

I called it my ghost, and not 
until some years later, when I 
found one sitting on a fence 
post, and went up close to it, 
did I know what it was.



I could not f ind 
any trace or 
indication that 
anything had ever 
been there.









The eyes of 
human beings, 
hogs, owls and 
rabbits do not 
shine.







Membering is a set of stories that wrestle 
and reckon with my family history. The 

text is directly excerpted from documents 
related to that history or from my 

memories.

Meredith Davenport
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