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PISUAL ARTS

Obits turned to art

Agnes Martin's passing resulted in works of minimal art for artist Karen Schiff
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Degan tracing Agnes Martins
obituaries because | missed
Jeer” Karen Schifl sabd. Thind
gffart. which began when
Schilf learned of the warld-
renovwned artist ind Toos res-
idents death ar the age of 92 on Dec. 16, 2MHM.
fyais comie ta Froition os a secies of artworks cre-
ated from the published articles thar followed
Schiff plans to give a slide lecine aod dis-
cussion Thursday (March 220, 7 pom., at the
Harwood Museum of Art, where a celebration
b planmed in commemeristion of Mar-

E:‘iﬁﬁj tin's Birth that continues through Friday

(Muarch 23)

"Though T never met her. | have con-
sidered her my main artisthe insplraton
foor over o decade,” Schiff saic inan arist
statement, “When she died ... 1saved

Wihere: Hiranol et obiletaey Tro The Bastan CGlolye
stoi sl 0o read during ‘quality time. so thar
) Infarmation: 505 the news af her pessing would ot gel

overwhelmed by the maelstrom of daily
information.”

Sl sabd whoen she san down e nend
the article. she found herself saring at
the paage, "D was thinklsg about her work
and life, and lamenting the Gt that
had never written hee a lecer. Then Lgos
disteacied by the geometries of the arti-
cles columms, arranged with the image
1o ke o legible whaole (o the overall
composition gave me a feeling of richly popu-
lared spaciousness that resinded me of her
wiork. Thus the project was bomm; 1t was slmply
a tribute bepging o be made.”

Ty meddition o Schill s presentation, te
Harwonod is planning to screen two filins made
about Martion during her e Friday at 2 pom,
Admission is free

Mary Lance's (lm “Agnes Martn: With
My Back 10 The Warld"” is a groundbreaking
documentary on the intermationally renowned
pabnnter. Shot aver o I:ll."l.'ll..lxl ol four years, from
1998 through 2002, the 57-minure film includes

il

firtist Haren Schiff began to gather ebituaries about Agnes Martin in 2005

interviews with Martin, which are intercut
witly slioes of te ardst s work in her Taos
studio, as well as photographs, archival
footage and inages of her work during
e past fve decades

in adeirion o Lance's award-
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The Agnes Martin obits, collcted from publications
all over the world,

Obits

Conitawed from Page 20

winning film. the Harwood will also be presenting
for the first time to the public. Anne Wilson's film
chronicling Martin's early years in New York City.
Wilson, also an artist, was a close friend of Martin
from the late 19505 up
until her death.

The Harwood Muse-
um of Art exhibits seven
paintings by Martin in
a permanent gallery
devoted wo this work.
These paintings from
1992-93 were the first
works the artist created
upon returning to Taos.
The museum also owns
a rare 19505 hiomorphi-
cally abstract work by
Martin which is cur-
rently on view. Martin
had a long history with
the Taos community as
well as the Harwood, it

the community in honor of the artist's March 23
hirthday.

The Harwood Museum of Art is located at 238
Ledoux 5t. Hours are Tuesday through Saturday
10 a.m. until 5 p.m., Sundays noon to 5 p.m,
Admission is 57, free to Mew Mexico residents on
Sundays, Call (505) 758-9826 or for a complete
listing of exhibitions and programs or visit online
at e areeodmusenm, org.

is thus fitting that the
museum screens this
groundbreaking film for

The piece made from the obituary published in Tempo
was the only one that ran over five pages.



