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Dea r  S i  r :

Th i s  l e t t e r  j s  w r i t t en  t o  r ecommend  Ph i l  Sugden  f o r  an  i nd i v i dua l  a r t i s t
g ran t .  I  have  known  Ph i l  f o r  seve ra l  yea rs  and  cons jde r  h im  to  be  one
o f  t he  mos t  o r i g i na l  and  c rea t j ve  a r t i s t  I  have  been  assoc ia ted  w i t h ' i n
many  yea rs .  Ph i l  i s  a  t ru l y  ded ' i ca ted  a r t i s t  who  works  ha rd  a t  c rea t i ng
h i s  un ique  images  w i t h  a  t r u ' l y  c l ass i ca l  and  ve ry  c ra f t sman - l i ke  t echn ique .
H i s  use  o f  pen  and  i nk  w i t h ' i t s  p rec i se  de ta i l  and  h i s  o r j en ta l  sub jec t s
re f l ec t  a  un i t y  o f  l ^ l es te rn  and  Eas te rn  cu l tu res  tha t  j s  one  o f  t he  mos t
o r i g i na l  and  c rea t i ve  s t y l es  I  have  eve r  seen .

H j s  wo rk  has  shown  ev idence  o f  o r i g i na l i t y ,  know ledge ,  and  j udgmen t  g row ing
in  p rope r  p ropo r t i on  t o  t echn i ca l  sk i l l  and  we l l - chosen  avenues  o f  exp ress ion .
H i s  aes the t j c  sens i t ' i v i t y  i n  t e rms  o f  h i s  ob jec t i ve  f ac t s  and  sub jec t i ve
e f fec ts  a re  ex t reme ly  we l l  i n te rg ra ted  j n to  a  ve ry  un ique  and  a t t rac t i ve  s t y le .
H ' i s  m ind  seems  to  posses  a  r i ch  s to rehouse  o f  images  tha t  on  one  l eve l
r e f l ec t s  ea r t h l y  conce rns  bu t  con ta i ns  a  sp ' i r i t ua l  message  as  we l l .  H i s  wo rk
i s  exce l  l en t  i n  i t s  compos i t i ona l  pa t t e rns  o f  I  i ne  and  va l  ue .

A  g ran t  wou ld  enab le  Ph i l  t o  deve lop  f u r t he r  as  an  a r t j s t  and  he lp  suppo r t
h i s  needs  ' i n  t e rms  o f  ma te r i a l s  and  t ime  tha t  i s  needed  to  c rea te  h i s  own
spec ia l  and  un ique  images .  I f  Ph i l  cou ld  ob ta i n  he lp  i n  t e rms  o f  a  g ran t ,
he  cou ld  p roduce  a  body  o f  work  tha t  t he  s ta te  o f  0h io  cou ld  be  p roud  o f  and
wou ld  be  museum qua l i t y  f o r  f u tu re  genera t i ons  o f  a r t i s t s  and  the  genera l
pub l i c  t o  be  en f i gh ten  and  de l i gh ted  by  f o r  yea rs  t o  come .

I  wou ld  h i gh l y  r ecommend  Ph i l  f o r  any  suppo r t  i n  t e rms  os  g ran t s ,  f e l l owsh ips ,
o r  a i d  t ha t  t he  0h ' i o  A r t s  Counc i l  can  g i ve  i n  t h i s  a rea .
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