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‘Pinto Brothers’ with shades of Edward R. Murrow

By ANNE GALLOWAY
he Pinto brothers are
attempting the unthmk-

Their story is like that of other
great scientists and adventurers.
One minute they are exhilarated and
determined; the next frustrated and
depressed. The Pinto brothers ride
a sea of emotions that ebb and flow
as they experience the inevitable
defeats and triumphs that come
with the pursuit of an impossible
dream.

But don’t worry: None of this is
real. ‘The Pinto brothers, nine of
them in all, and their ndiculous
exploits are merely a ﬁgment of
Ethan Murrow’s fertile i ion.

Murrow; 30, is the grandson of
Edward R. Murrow. And his work,
now on view at the Firchouse
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Gallery in Burdington, has more
than a tinge of the great broadcast
journalist’s flair. The young Murrow
copied the sound and pacing of his
grandfather’s voice for his narration
of the video “The burning wreck of
science,” which is a “documentary”
of one of the Pinto brothers’ pseu-

funny and wickedly ironic, but it’s
more than a one-liner. Because
Mutrow is the primary actor in all
of the images in his drawings and
video, “The Pinto Brothers,” is
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do-scientific adventures.
In this black-and-white film,
which is shown in an impromptu
theater in the back room of the
gallery, Murrow also plays the parts
of the brothers as they appear on
screen. Each one represents a
stercotypical role of the hero/ego-
tist/mad scientist. There is Octave,
the map expert, Langley, the guinea
pig who flies into the atmosphere
on a dubious-looking “jet pack,”
and Huffaker the publicity hound
who poses for the imaginary cam-
eras as Langley crashes into a sand
dune.
‘The setting is timeless: The land- ,
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for the et e IR mmmmummwmmuuw is part of his solo show
dressed in vaguely 19th century at the Firehouse Gallery in Burlington. : :
apparel; and the vaguely scientific The four-minute film provides  of monochromatic, photorealist
accoutrements are cadged from a the back story for the artist’s enor- umgesfmmv:dcostﬂb-—allof.
Boeing used equipment store. mous pencil drawings in the front which, in essence, are self-portraits.
gallery. Murrow! There are action portraits of three
: of the brothers engaged in various
aspects of the failed experiment and
two very large genre drawings of
the men in action.
Taken together, the serics is

mean to be as much a send up of
his own ego-driven aspirations as an
artist as it is the scientific balderdash
he more y derides.

“T'he Pinto Brothers: Recent work by
Ethan Murrow" is on view at the
Firehouse Gallery in Burfington
Oa. 1. The gallery, located at 135
Charch St., is open noon to 5 pm.
Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and noon to
8 pom. Thiersday through Saturday. For
more information, contact Burlington City
Arts at 865-7166, or visit




